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The Virginia Capital Case Clearinghouse is not about
theoretical or philosophical support for or opposition to
the death penalty. It was conceived on the principle that
one who stands to forfeit his or her life is entitled to the
effective assistance of counsel, both for his or her sake
and for the sake of those who would take that life.
WORDS OF THANKS AND INVITATION
AND
A CONTINUED APPEAL
The CAPITAL DEFENSE JOURNAL is intended to serve the
Commonwealth. Its purpose is to assist capital defense counsel by
increasing the fund of knowledge available to the entire legal
community, including judges and prosecutors. While we are happy to
provide the JOURNAL at no charge, we ask that those who believe that
the JOURNAL is helpful and should continue in widest possible
distribution consider defraying a portion of the cost. Individual
contributions do not represent a major percentage of the publication
cost, but do constitute a clear endorsement of the continuing need for
the JOURNAL. To date, the response has been gratifying.
The suggested sum is $10.00 per issue. Checks should be made
payable to Washington and Lee University and mailed to:
CAPITAL DEFENSE JOURNAL
School of Law
Washington and Lee University
Lexington, VA 24450
If you are appointed or retained to represent a capital defendant
and desire our assistance, please contact us at (540) 463-8557. One of
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